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. Dear Mr, Braswell:

We have attempted without pasticular success to detern:xine the
number of DOD personnel required to pay irregulars iﬁ Laos, ghould
we be faced with that contingency% Given the virtual ceztainty that |
relief from certain audit criteria lvvcm.ld be required if we were to
assume the task of paying 1rre.;,u1ars in Laos, we can ma.k!e an accurate

estimate of the number of DOD personnel required for the task only
i
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ﬁgure could vary from none to over a hundred, Our misgivings, as
you know, concern less the z'lumb_er of personnel added to the U, S,
complement in Laos and more the diminished confidence between CIA
field personnel and irregulars should the CI.A cease paying, As long
as the CIA has 0perat1‘onal com:rol we feel it must also Pay.

We ask that ;rOu underatand the d:.fficulties in presenting an apparent
measure of comparability bc.tween Cia and DOD in performmg thm
task when the substitution cannot be made short of other large scale

changes in the way the Executive has chosen to seek the U, S, objectives

in Laos, . | o
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| DOWNGRAPID AT-3 YRak IWIURVALS;
| DEGLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YBARS.
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